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Objectives:

Evaluate how new turf colorants perform throughout the winter months in the
southeastern region of the United States.

Turf managers in the southern United States have fairway height—-of-cut. Data collection during this two—
traditionally overseeded warm season turfgrasses year project includes visual quality and percent
during the fall in order to maintain aesthetically pleasing  coverage ratings along with digital image analysis to
playing surfaces as well as playability throughout the document change in color over time.
period of dormancy. During the spring and early After two years of evaluating twenty-seven turfgrass
summer, overseeded grass will begin to decline, colorants, it was apparent that certain colorants
leading to a number of challenges for the transition of performed more similarly compared to others (Figure 1).

warm season grasses.
Inrecentyears, turf Miniverde bermudagrass during winter 2011, fifteen days after treating
colorants have served as with turf colorants.
the standard alternative to
overseeding warm-season
grasses and as a result, a
number of new products
have been introduced to
the market. In order to
better understand how
these products look and
persist over time a product
evaluation study was
initiated at North Carolina
State University Turfgrass
research facility in Raleigh,
NCin November of 2011.
Products were applied
at two application rates
(80and 120 GPA) in
November 2011 and 2012
according to the
recommended label
dilution rates on an
ultradwarf bermudagrass
putting greenand on a
bermudagrass mowed to a
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The products were grouped based on a similar -
combination of color (hue value), color saturation,
andcolorant coverage Groups 2 and 3 are characterized -

with vaiini levels of these three variables. SoI even
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